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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 
WESTERN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Case No. 3:19CV149 


Plaintiff, 


v. 


EIGHT THOUSAND TWENTY 
DOLLARS IN UNITED STATES 
CURRENCY ($8,i020.00), 

Defendant. 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR 

FORFEITURE IN REM 


Plaintiff, United States of America, by its undersigned counsel, alleges the following for 
its action against the defendant in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure. 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action in rem brought to enforce 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6), which 

provides for the forfeiture to the United States of: 

All moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value furnished 
or intended to be furnished by any person in exchange for a controlled substance or 
listed chemical in violation of this subchapter, all proceeds traceable to such an 
exchange, and all moneys, negotiable instruments, and securities used or intended 
to be used to facilitate any violation of this subchapter. 

THE DEFENDANT IN REM 

2. The defendant is Eight Thousand Twenty Dollars in United States Currency 
($8,020.00). On or about December 18, 2018, an agent of the Drug Enforcement Administration 
seized the defendant from a residence located at 2107 Pearl Street, Middletown, Ohio, pursuant to 
a federal search and seizure warrant (Case No. 3:18-mj-811). On or about December 20, 2018, a 
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designated agent of the United States Marshals Service deposited the defendant into the Seized 
Asset Deposit Fund where it will remain during the pendency of this action. 

JURISDICTION AM) VENUE 

3. Plaintiff brings this action in rem in its own right to forfeit and condemn the 
defendant pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). This Court has jurisdiction over an action 
commenced by the United States under 28 U.S.C. § 1345 and over an action for forfeiture under 
28 U.S.C. § 1355(a). 

4. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 
§ 1355(b)(1)(A) because acts and omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in the Southern 
District of Ohio. 

5. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A) because acts 
and omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in the Southern District of Ohio and pursuant 
to 28 U.S.C. § 1395 because the defendant was found in the Southern District of Ohio. 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

6. The defendant is subject to forfeiture, pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6), because 
the defendant represents property furnished or intended to be furnished by a person in exchange 
for a controlled substance, represents proceeds traceable to such an exchange, or was used or 
intended to be used to facilitate any violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841 or a conspiracy to commit such 
offense, in violation of 21 U.S.C. § 846. 

FACTS 

7. The Drug Enforcement Administration ("DEA”) and other law enforcement 
agencies are investigating the fentanyl distribution activities of individuals in the Dayton, Ohio 
area and elsewhere. Federal agents have identified Sean Campbell ('‘Campbell”) as a 
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fentanyl/heroin customer and trafficker in the Middletown, Ohio area. 

8. During the investigation, agents learned that Campbell owed a significant amount 
of money for half a kilogram of fentanyl that Gustavo Karin Tarabay-Viera (“Tarabay”), who is 
under federal indictment (Case No. 3:18-CR-167), sold to Campbell in the fall of 2018. On or 
about November 5, 2018. Campbell paid Tarabay approximately $1,000.00 on the drug debt at 
Frank’s Auto Sales in Middletown, Ohio. 

9. The investigation also revealed that in November 2018. an individual collected 
money from Campbell on his drug debt at a residence located at 2107 Pearl Street, Middletown, 
Ohio, where Campbell lives with his sister and minor children. The individual indicated that 
Campbell owed approximately $12,000.00 for fentanyl that Campbell was given to sell. 

10. On or about December 18. 2018. the DEA executed a federal search and seizure 
warrant at 2107 Pearl Street, Middletown. Ohio. Prior to the execution of the warrant, law 
enforcement officers conducted a traffic stop on Campbell and transported him without handcuffs 
to the Pearl Street residence in order to assist with law enforcement’s safe entry into the residence. 
Special Agent Steve Lucas of the DEA advised Campbell that he was not under arrest and offered 
to explain the reasons for the search of the residence. Campbell stated that there were no drugs 
in the residence and that he had currency in his bedroom in a duffle bag. 

11. During the execution of the search and seizure warrant, agents located and seized 
United States currency from a black duffle bag in Campbell’s bedroom. A subsequent official 
count of the currency determined that it totaled $8,020.00 (the defendant). The defendant was 
bound with rubber bands in a manner commonly used by drug traffickers. 

12. Agents also seized, from Campbell’s bedroom, an electronic scale which was found 
near the defendant, plastic baggies with suspected heroin residue from the same black duffle bag 
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as the defendant, and a blender. The residue on the plastic baggies is pending lab analysis. 

13. Special Agent Lucas interviewed Campbell outside the Pearl Street residence in a 
vehicle where he played Campbell a recorded telephone call between Campbell and Tarabay. 
Campbell stated that the call was about money and not drugs. Special Agent Lucas agreed that 
the money was for a past drug debt and further explained that the investigators believed that 
Tarabay gave fentanyl to Campbell for which Campbell owed money. Special Agent Lucas also 
explained that Tarabay had conversations with subjects in Mexico in which they discussed physical 
harm to Campbell. Campbell suggested that the controversy was about him helping a friend. 
Special Agent Lucas understood Campbell's statement to mean that Campbell assisted someone 
with obtaining drugs. 

14. When Special Agent Lucas further explained the investigation to Campbell and the 
federal system. Campbell stated that he wanted to speak with an attorney before talking about the 
case any further. Campbell stated that he did not have an attorney at that time. No further 
questions were asked of Campbell. Campbell was then transported back to his vehicle and 
released pending further investigation. 

15. Narcotics trafficking is a cash business. The breakdown of the defendant was 2 - 
$100 bills, 14 - $50 bills, and 356 - $20 bills. 

16. After receiving the notice of forfeiture, Campbell contested the forfeiture of the 
defendant and stated that the money was his profit from “Fitz Auto sales.” 

17. By reason of the facts set forth herein, the defendant is properly condemned and 
forfeited to the United States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff respectfully requests that: 
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(a) the Court find there is probable cause to believe that the defendant has been 
forfeited to the United States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6); 

(b) pursuant to Rule G(3)(b)(i), Supplemental Rules, the Court issue a warrant of arrest 
in rem, directing the United States to arrest and seize the defendant and to retain the same in its 
custody subject to further order of the Court; 

(c) the Court, pursuant to Rule G(4), Supplemental Rules, direct the United States to 
give notice to all persons and entities having an interest in the defendant to assert in conformity 
with the law' a statement of any interest they may have, including notice by publication on the 
official government website, www.forfeiture.gov, for thirty consecutive days; 

(d) the forfeiture of the defendant to the United States be confirmed, enforced, and 
ordered by the Court; 

(e) the Court thereafter order the United States to dispose of the defendant as provided 
by law; and 

(f) the Court award the United States all other relief to which it is entitled, including 
the costs of this action. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BENJAMIN C. GLASSMAN 
United States Attorney 

s/Deborah D. Grimes_ 

DEBORAH D. GRIMES (0078698) 

Assistant United States Attorney 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

221 East Fourth Street, Suite 400 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 

(513) 684-3711 / Fax: (513) 684-6385 

Deborah.Grimes @usdoj.gov 


5 



Case: 3:19-cv-00149-WHR Doc #: 1 Filed: 05/20/19 Page: 6 of 6 PAGEID #: 6 


VERIFICATION 


I. Lauren A. Wagner, hereby verify and declare under the penalty of perjury that I am a 
Special Agent of the Drug Enforcement Administration, that I have read the foregoing Verified 
Complaint for Forfeiture in rein and know the contents thereof, and that the matters contained in 
the complaint are true to my own knowledge, except those matters stated to be alleged on 
information and belief and as to those matters. 1 believe them to be true. 

The sources of my knowledge and information and the grounds of my belief are the official 
files and records of the United Stales, information supplied to me by other law enforcement 
officers, and my investigation of this case. 

1 hereby verify and declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and 

correct. 
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The JS 44 civil cover sheet and the information contained herein neither replace nor supplement the filing and service of pleadings or other papers as required by law, except as 
provided by local rules of court. This form, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the 
purpose of initiating the civil docket sheet. (SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON NEXT PAGE OF THIS FORM.) 


I. (a) PLAINTIFFS 
United States of America 

(b) County of Residence of First Listed Plaintiff Montgomery 


(EXCEPT IN U.S. PLAINTIFF CASES) 


(c) Attorneys (Firm Name, Address, and Telephone Number) 

Deborah D. Grimes, Assistant United States Attorney 
221 E. Fourth Street, Suite 400 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 (513) 684-3711 


DEFENDANTS 

Eight Thousand Twenty Dollars in United States Currency ($8,020.00) 
County of Residence of First Listed Defendant Montgomery _ 


NOTE: 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


United States District Court 

for the 

Southern District of Ohio 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA > 

) 

) 

_ ) 

Plaintiff(s) ^ 

v. | Civil Action No. 3:19CV 

EIGHT THOUSAND TWENTY DOLLARS IN UNITED ) 

STATES CURRENCY ($8,020.00) ) 

) 

_ ) 

Defendants) ) 


SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

To: (Defendant's name and address) EIGHT THOUSAND TWENTY DOLLARS IN UNITED STATES CURRENCY 

($8,020.00) 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 

Within 21 days after service of this su mm ons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 
whose name and address are: Deborah D. Grimes 

Assistant United States Attorney 
221 East Fourth Street, Suite 400 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


CLERK OF COURT 


Date: 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2) 

Civil Action No. 3:19CV 


PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l)) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) 
was received by me on (date) 

□ I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 

□ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 

□ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or 

O Other (specify): 


My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ q.00 


I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 


Date: _ _ 

Server’s signature 


Printed name and title 


Server’s address 


Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 


Print 


Save As- 


Reset 






























